
4. Distinguished 3. Proficient 2. Apprentice 1. Novice

Content-
Amount of
Information:
On topic and
length

My work
showed
understanding
of the topic.
The content I
wrote clearly
answered all
project
questions.

My work had
content that
answered
questions
about the
topic.

My work was
about the
topic and had
content that
answered the
questions.

My work was
not about the
topic. My
sentences
were short and
did not answer
the questions.

Content-Order:
Information is
in a logical
order

The order of
ideas I wrote
clearly
answered
questions and
supported the
project.

The order of
ideas I wrote
made sense
through the
entire project.
My
paragraphs
flowed clearly
from one to
the next.

The order of
ideas I wrote
was confusing.
My
connections
between
paragraphs
did not always
make sense.

The order of
the ideas I
wrote did not
make sense.

Writing-
Creativity and
Originality:
Writing is
creative and
original

I used many
creative
details that
make the
reader want to
read more. My
writing was
very original.

I used 
imagination to
add creative,
original details.

My writing had
one or two
creative
details.  I
showed some
imagination.

My writing was
not creative or
original. I did
not use
imagination.

Writing-Voice:
Writing helps
reader know
who is talking

My writing
showed
personal style.
Feeling was
used to
engage the
reader with
the topic.

I used emotion
and feelings to
communicate
my message.

My writing had
very little
feeling or
emotion.

My writing had
no feeling or
emotion.

Writing-
Spelling and
Grammar:
Correct
grammar and
spelling

I made only
one or two
spelling,
punctuation,
or grammar
errors.

I made less
than five
spelling,
punctuation,
and grammar
errors.

I made up to
ten spelling,
punctuation,
and grammar
errors.

I made more
than ten
spelling,
punctuation,
and grammar
errors.
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